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DETAILED ACTION 

This Action is in regards to the Reply received on 01/10/2006. 

Response to RCE 

1 . This action is responsive to the RCE application filed on 01 /1 0/2006. Claims 1 
and 1 7 were amended. Claims 1 1 and 27 are canceled. Claims 1 -1 0, and 1 2-27 are 
pending. Claims 1-10, and 12-27 represent a method and system for "implementing 
supervision in a telecommunication system". Applicant's arguments with respect to 
claims 1, and 17 have been carefully considered, but are not deemed fully persuasive. 
Applicant's arguments are deemed moot in view of the following new ground of rejection 
as explained here below (i.e., a method and system for implementing supervision in a 
telecommunication system wherein the supervision block performing a supervision task 
determines the address of the supervision center via a name service). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the.art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-10, and 12-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pattison et al (Pattison), Patent No. 6,058,163 in view of Herriot 
(Herriot) U.S. Patent No. 5,862,331. 
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Regarding claim 1: Pattison discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 
Pattison teaches a method for automatically configuring supervision and performing 
supervision in a supervision system {fig. 1; column 4, lines 23-63) comprising: 

a supervision center (1) {column 4, lines 23-63; note that the automatic 
scheduling and monitoring system is built around the environment item 10 of figure 1); 

a supervision block (2) v^^hich contains processes performing supervision tasks 
{fig. 1, item 34; fig. 5, item 164; column 4, lines 52-65), 

said method comprising the steps of: 

monitoring and/or controlling via the supervision center (1) the supervision block 
(2) processes performing supervision tasks {column 4, lines 23-63; column 5, lines 27- 
52), characterized in that the method comprises the following steps: 

the processes performing supervision tasks in the supervision block (2) of the 
supervision system and/or the objects monitored by them are registered in the 
supervision center (1) automatically as the processes in the supervision block (2) 
become ready for operation {column 4, lines 52-65; column 5, lines 1-52); and 

information about the processes in the supervision block (2) and/or about the 
services produced by them and/or about the objects monitored is saved in the 
supervision center (1) in conjunction with the registration {column 8, lines 1-47); 
However, Pattison does not teach the details of the supervision block performing a 
supervision task determines the address of the supervision center via a name service. 

In the same field of endeavor, Herriot discloses an All of the hosts and 
workstations have network addresses which are stored in a map by the name service. 
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The name service may be implemented preferably in the name service sold by Sun 
Microsystems, Inc. under the label "NIS". This name service program resides on the 
master host H1 107, and the map may be represented as a bi-column table including 
the name of each host and workstation and the corresponding network address." 
[see Herriot; column 4, lines 29-38]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Herriot's teachings of using 
programs to determine the address of the supervision center via a name service with 
the teachings of Pattison, for the purpose of improving the ability of a network "... to 
provide dynamic behavior to a static name service" as stated by Herriot in lines 20-22 of 
column 3. By this rationale, claim 1 is rejected. 

Regarding claim 2, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined in claim 1 , characterized in that the supervision system is a telephone switching 
system (see Pattison; column 4, lines 23-36; fig. 1, item 10). 

Regarding claim 3, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined in claim 1 or 2, characterized in that a supervision block (2) process performing 
supervision tasks comprises a communication interface (3) through which operational 
commands are received from the supervision center (1)(see Pattison; column 12, lines 
35-59). 

Regarding claim 4, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined in any one of claims 1-3, characterized in that the state of a registered 
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supervision block (2) process performing a supervision task is checked before an action 
request is sent to it (see Pattison; column 4, lines 63-67; column 5, lines 1-53). 

Regarding claim 5, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined in any one of claims 1-4, characterized in that the supervision center (1) 
comprises a user interface (4) via which the supervision center (1 ) and/or the 
supervision block (2) processes performing supervision tasks are controlled {fig. 1, 
items 12, and 30; column 4, lines 37-51). 

Regarding claim 6, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined in any one of claims 1 -5, characterized In that the supervision center (1 ) 
comprises an interface (5) for receiving the registration data when supervision block (2) 
processes performing supervision tasks are registered in the supervision center (1 ) (see 
Pattison; column 4, lines 63-67; column 5, lines 1-65). 

Regarding claim 7, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined in any one of claims 1 -6, characterized in that the result of the supervision block 
(2) process performing a supervision task is sent to the supervision center (1 ) (see 
Pattison; column 7, lines 15-65). 

Regarding claim 8, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined in any one of claims 1-7, characterized in thaf the registrations of the 
supervision block (2) processes are stored in a supervision file in the supervision center 
(1) (see Pattison; column 6, lines 58-67). 

Regarding claim 9, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined in any one of claims 1 -8, characterized in thaf the operation of the supervision 
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block (2) process performing a supervision task is verified in conjunction with the 
registration and an alarm is issued if the supervision block (2) process performing a 
supervision task does not produce a response to a test command (see Pattison; column 
26, lines 13-62; column 12, lines 35-60). 

Regarding claim 10, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined in any one of claims 1-9, characterized in that an alarm is issued if the response 
produced by the supervision block (2) process performing a supervision task is 
inaccurate; and/or no supervision block (2) processes performing supervision tasks are 
registered at all; and/or the number of test cases in the supervision file is lower after a 
restart of the system (see Pattison; column 26, lines 13-62; column 28, lines 2-60). 

Regarding claim 12, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined in any one of claims 1-11, characterized in that the supervision file contains the 
address and/or identifier and/or test parameters and/or initial values of test parameters 
of the supervision block (2) process performing a supervision task and/or other 
information (see Pattison; column 28, lines 2-60). 

Regarding claim 13, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined In any one of claims 1-12, characterized In that a registering supervision block 
(2) process performing a supervision task contains one or more objects of monitoring 
(see Pattison; column 1 1, lines 6-30). 

Regarding claim 14, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined In any one of claims 1-13, characterized in that a supervision block (2) process 
performing a supervision task that impairs the normal operation of the telephone 
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switching center shall not register in the supervision center (1) (see Pattison; column 16, 
lines 17-67). 

Regarding claim 15, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined In any one of claims 1-14, characterized in that the supervision system 
comprises one or more supervision centers (1) in operation (see Pattison; column 4, 
lines 23-63). 

Regarding claim 16, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the method as 
defined in any one of claims 1-15, characterized in that the supervision block (2) 
process performing a supervision task and/or the maintenance of the monitoring object 
of the process are/Is discontinued and the respective entry is deleted from the 
supervision file (see Pattison; column 2, lines 42-65). 

Regarding claim 17, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses a System for 
automatically configuring supervision and performing supervision in a supervision 
system {fig. 1; column 4, lines 23-63) comprising: 

a supervision center (1) (see Pattison; column 4, lines 23-63; note that the 
automatic scheduling and monitoring system is built around the environment item 10 of 
figure 1); 

a supervision block (2) which contains processes performing supervision 
{asks{fig. 1, item 34; fig. 5, item 164; column 4, lines 52-65), 
which method comprises the steps of: 
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monitoring and/or controlling via the supervision center (1) the supervision block 
(2) processes performing supervision tasks (see Pattison; column 4, lines 23-63; 
column 5, lines 27-52), 

characterized in that the system comprises: 
means (6) for automatically registering in the supervision center (1) the objects 
monitored by the supervision block (2) processes performing tasks of supervision of the 
operation of the supervision system (see Pattison; column 4, lines 52-65; column 5, 
lines 1-52); and 

means (7) for saving information relating to the processes performing supervision 
tasks and/or to the services produced by them in the supervision center (1) in 
conjunction with registration (see Pattison; column 8, lines 1-47). 

means for determining the address of the supervision center via a name service 
[see Herriot; column 4, lines 29-38]. 

Regarding claim 22, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the system as 
defined in any one of claims 17-21, characterized in that the system comprises means 

(11 ) for receiving the registrations of supervision block (2) processes performing 
supervision tasks via an interface (5) {fig. 1, item 14; column 4, lines 23-64). 

Regarding claim 23, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the system as 
defined in any one of claims 17-22, characterized in that the system comprises means 

(12) for sending the result of the supervision block (2)" process performing a supervision 
task to the supervision center (1) (see Pattison; column 7, lines 15-65). 
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Regarding claim 26, The combination Pattison-Herriot discloses the system as 
defined in any one of claims 1 7-25, characterized in that the system comprises means 
(16) for analyzing the results associated with the processes performing supervision 
tasks (see Pattison; column 1, lines 65-67; column 2, lines 1-36). 
Claim 18 list all the same elements of claim 2, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 2 applies equally as 
well to claim 18. 

Claim 19 list all the same elements of claim 9, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 9 applies equally as 
well to claim 19. 

Claim 20 list all the same elements of claim 4, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 4 applies equally as 
well to claim 20. 

Claim 21 list all the same elements of claim 3, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 3 applies equally as 
well to claim 21. 

Claim 24 list all the same elements of claim 8, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 8 applies equally as 
well to claim 24. 

Claim 28 list all the same elements of claim 15, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 15 applies equally as 
well to claim 28. 
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Claim 29 list all the same elements of claim 16, but in system form rather than method 
form. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the rejection to claim 16 applies equally as 
well to claim 29. 

Claim 25 is substantially the same as claim 10, and is thus rejected for reasons similar 
to those in rejecting claim 10. 



4. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE NON-FINAL. Any inquiry concerning this 
communication or earlier communications from examiner should be directed to Jude 
Jean-Gilles whose telephone number is (571) 272-3914. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Thursday and every other Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley, can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
9000. 

Jude Jean-Gilles 
Patent Examiner 
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